
Contents     5

Contents

I.	 Introduction	 9

II.	 The Medicine of Asclepius in Context	 17

II.1	 The beginnings of the Asclepian cult in Rome	 17
II.2	 Relations with Ancient Babylon and Egypt	 18
II.3	 Medical Traditions	 20
II.4	 Medicine outside the traditions	 24
II.5	 Medical Practice	 28

III.	 The Practice of Asclepius	 37

III.1	 The myth of Asclepius and his healing cult	 37
III.2	 The sites of Asclepian healing	 64
III.3	 The sources – mere miracle stories?	 91
III.4	 Methodological considerations	 102
III.5	 The patients of Asclepius	 106
III.5.1	 P. Aelius Aristides at Pergamum	 106
III.5.2	 M. Iulius Apellas at Epidaurus	 121
III.5.3	 P. Aelius Theon at Pergamon	 128

IV.	 Summary	 133

V.	 Appendix	 139
V.1	 Editions and translations	 139
V.2	 Bibliography	 140
V.3	 Picture credits	 162
V.4	 Index of persons and places	 163
V.5	 Subject index	 165


