
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface................................................................................................................ 	 5

Note on terminology.......................................................................................... 	 7

Table of Contents............................................................................................... 	 9

Introduction........................................................................................................ 	 11
	 Consul Kalendis Ianuariis habere provinciam debet................................. 	 13
	 Imperium.................................................................................................... 	 19
	 Provincia.................................................................................................... 	 22
	 The Sullan grand design............................................................................. 	 24
	 The structure of the book........................................................................... 	 25

Chapter 1. Legitimation: magistratus to imperator............................................ 	 27
1.1	 Inauguration and the feriae Latinae........................................................... 	 31
1.2	 The lex curiata........................................................................................... 	 34
1.3	 Profectio paludatus.................................................................................... 	 40

1.3.1	 A constitutional requirement............................................................ 	 43
1.4	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 45

Chapter 2. Gaius Gracchus’s administrative system.......................................... 	 47
2.1	 The lex Sempronia de provinciis consularibus.......................................... 	 49
2.2	 Secondary praetorian provinces................................................................. 	 51

2.2.1	 Quaestiones perpetuae from 122..................................................... 	 52
2.2.2	 The urban praetorian provinciae...................................................... 	 55
2.2.3	 Attested secondary praetorian provinciae, 122–91.......................... 	 57

2.3	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 59

Chapter 3. The Senate’s flexibility..................................................................... 	 61
3.1	 The distinction between consular and praetorian provinciae..................... 	 61
3.2	 Emergency re-assignment.......................................................................... 	 64
3.3	 Prorogation................................................................................................. 	 69
3.4	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 71

Chapter 4. Sortitio.............................................................................................. 	 73
4.1	 Consular distribution.................................................................................. 	 76
4.2	 Praetorian sortitio....................................................................................... 	 79

4.2.1	 The mechanics of praetorian sortitio................................................ 	 79
4.2.2	 Evidence........................................................................................... 	 82
4.2.3	 Sortitio for praetores designati........................................................ 	 85

4.3	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 86



10 Table of Contents

Chapter 5. Ornatio............................................................................................. 	 87
5.1	 Practicalities............................................................................................... 	 88
5.2	 Timing and evidence.................................................................................. 	 90
5.3	 Ornatio as a political weapon.................................................................... 	 94
5.4	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 99

Chapter 6. Departure and traditio...................................................................... 	 101
6.1	 Consuls....................................................................................................... 	 101
6.2	 Praetors....................................................................................................... 	 103

6.2.1	 The praetors of 63............................................................................ 	 106
6.2.2	 The praetors of 62............................................................................ 	 110
6.2.3	 Other examples................................................................................. 	 114

6.3	 Traditio imperii.......................................................................................... 	 118
6.4	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 121

Chapter 7. Refusing provincial command......................................................... 	 122
7.1	 Protestations of virtue................................................................................ 	 124
7.2	 Structural implications............................................................................... 	 127
7.3	 The process of refusing.............................................................................. 	 130
7.4	 Conclusion................................................................................................. 	 132

Chapter 8. The lex Pompeia de provinciis......................................................... 	 133
8.1	 The imperators and their status.................................................................. 	 135

8.1.1	 Imperium.......................................................................................... 	 136
8.1.2	 Auspicium......................................................................................... 	 137

8.2	 The new allocations process....................................................................... 	 140
8.2.1	 The policy of M. Marcellus (cos. 51)............................................... 	 142
8.2.2	 Selection procedure.......................................................................... 	 146

8.3	 Implications................................................................................................ 	 148

Conclusion......................................................................................................... 	 152

Appendix A........................................................................................................ 	 155
	 A1. Introduction......................................................................................... 	 155
	 A2. 122–91................................................................................................. 	 158
	 A3. Consular Provinces 81–52................................................................... 	 172
	 A4. Proconsular and praetorian imperators 80–52..................................... 	 192
	 A5. Data analysis and conclusions............................................................. 	 204
Appendix B. Scaevola in Asia........................................................................... 	 210
Appendix C. Crete and Cyrene.......................................................................... 	 214
Appendix D. The lex de provinciis praetoriis.................................................... 	 217
Appendix E. Caesar BCiv. 1.6........................................................................... 	 220
Bibliography...................................................................................................... 	 222
General Index..................................................................................................... 	 233
Index Locorum................................................................................................... 	 239


