Contents

Preface. . ...

I. Inter duo imperia.
The Palmyrenes between East and West (MICHAEL SOMMER) .. ............
Palmyraasatradinghub ....... ... ..
Palmyra’s symbolic patchwork ......... ... ... ... i
Palmyra’s institutions. . .. ......oot i

II. Oasis-polis. Tadmur-Palmyra as a Greek city in the Roman world
(or not) in five episodes (TED KAIZER) . .....uvnutenneenuennnenneennenns
Introduction . ... ...
Pre-Roman Palmyra ........ . ..
Episode 1: the early stages of Palmyra’s integration into the Roman world . . . ..
Episode 2: the long heyday of Palmyra’s glorious civilization ................
Episode 3: Palmyra asa Roman colonia ............. ... ... .. ... .....
Episode 4: a King of Kings in charge (but still a Roman colonia) .............
Episode 4a: the immediate aftermath of Zenobia’s defeat ...................
Episode s5: late-antique Palmyra ........ ... ... ... .. o oL
Conclusion . .....ouu it

III. Gateway Tadmur. The beginnings
of Palmyra’s long-distance trade (MICHAEL SOMMER) . ...................
“The Hellenistic City ... ...couutet it
From Seleucid to Parthian and Roman: shifting patterns of exchange ........
Inter duo imperia: Palmyraasa gateway ......... ...,

IV. Palmyra. Marginal agriculture
in a marginal landscape? (JORGEN CHRISTIAN MEYER) .....c.uvenuennn...

V. Palmyrene merchants and the Red Sea trade (MATTHEW A. COBB) .........
Palmyrene merchants in Egypt ......... ... ... .. i
Palmyrenes in southern Arabia and on Socotra ...........................
Palmyrene participation in the Egyptian-Red Sea trade: explanatory factors ..
Conclusion . ...t

VI. The rise of the merchant princes? Scale, status, and wealth
in Palmyrene trade (EIVIND HELDAAS SELAND). .. ..vuvvenneennennnennn..



6 - CONTENTS

Elite involvement . . .. ... i 87
Merchantsin Palmyra .......... .. 90
Therise of new elites . . ...t 92

VII. On the edge of empire. Elite representation and identity building

in Roman Palmyra (ANN-CHRISTINE SANDER). .. .teuuueeennueennnneennnn 95
Palmyrene caravan inscriptions and elite status ........................... 96
Sources of power according to the caravan inscriptions .................... 97
Imagining Palmyra’s elite: camels, horses and warriors . .................... 103
CONCIUSION .« .ottt e 107

VIIL MeiCova mpaypata. Persians, Romans and Palmyra

in Zosimus’ historiography (GEORG MULLER) .........coviuuueannneennn. 109
Zosimus’ historiographic technique ......... ... ... ... . oL 109
Zosimus’ Palmyra .. ... 111
Palmyra . .. ..o 118
The Persians . ... ...ttt e 123
The Roman Empire I — nationalities and loyalties ........................ 124
The Roman Empire II — emperor and charisma .......................... 125
SUMMATY .. 126

IX. The political powers and Syria. War aims, scenarios and

perspectives for a country in civil war (ALEXANDER WILL) ................ 129
TRE STAZE .« o ettt e 130
RUSSIa .. 132
TurKey . . 134
ISrae] .o 137
United States and European Union ............... ..o, 139
Perspectives . ... ... 139
CONtIIDULOTS . . oottt ettt et et 141
Biblography . .. ... 143
List of illUStrations . . ...ttt 161
Index JoCorum . ...t 163

General INAeX . ..ot 165





